
 

Opening Gala
SPOLETO FESTIVAL

THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2026
THE COOPER CHARLESTON, SC



 

Please join us for

SPOLETO FESTIVAL 

Opening Gala 
THURSDAY, MAY 21,  2026

6:00pm Cocktails 
7:00pm Dinner and Live Auction

THE COOPER 
176 Concord St,  Charleston, South Carolina 29401

BLACK TIE 

Kindly RSVP by April 27, 2026 by returning the enclosed response card. 



 

Co-Chairs

S A R A H  B E A R D S L E Y  
L E E  B E L L  

W E N D A  H A R R I S  M I L L A R D 
A N D R E A  S T R A W N

2026 Opening Gala Host

C A R O LY N  M U R R A Y 
WCBD-News 2 Anchor

Explore the live auction items



 

Sponsors

Supporters

LUMINARY SPONSORS

LEGEND
Sarah Beardsley  

and Dr. Chris Randolph
Lee Bell and Fotios Pantazis

Jay Millard and Wenda Harris Millard
Steven and Andrea Strawn

VISIONARY
Nicole and Amir Dan Rubin

SAGA
Grace Atwood

Anderson and Julie Caperton
Rebecca Darwin, Garden & Gun 

East West Partners 
Carlos and Lisa Evans

ExploreCharleston.com
SouthState Bank

United Bank

SPLENDOR
Harry and Susan Frampton

Good Neighbour Fund
Mrs. Roger P. Hanahan

Jay & Melissa Wilkinson

IDOL
Steven Caras
Sam Easley

Russell Holliday and Hal Cottingham
Sue and Neel Keenan

Tricia and Ted Legasey
Julie Bell Lindsay

Martha and Charley McLendon
Dr. Alex Pappas & Dr. Ann Maners

Tim Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip D. Smith

Ann and Michael Tarwater

STAR
Anonymous

David Abrams
Richard and Jill Almeida
Mary and Richard Bodzy

Chris Clark  
& Maggie Winterfeldt Clark
Priestley and Cynthia Coker

Harvey Danner and Anda Olsen
Marie J. Delcioppo

Gary and Susan DiCamillo
Allan Duncan

Michelle Edwards  
and Bob Crutchfield
Ms. Michel V. Faliero

Betsy Fleming and Ed Weisiger, Jr.
Michael Furlong and Eric Larsen 

Mr. John B. Hagerty and  
Ms. Susan W. Simons

Brandon Huff
Marvin Jenkins

Matt and Teresa MacGillivray
Liz and Jim MacLeod

Heather McFarlin
Kyra Hollowell Morris  

& Robert S. Morris
The Drs. Vincent and Melinda Paul

Ms. Kathleen Parramore
The Peninsula of Charleston
Dr. and Mrs. Eddie Robinson

Dr. and Mrs. Robert H. Sandel
Luke and Susan Simons

Mr. and Mrs. David Thompson
Bettie and Mark Tullis
Victoria & Jeff Vinzani
Betsy & Ridley Wills

Mindelle and Loren Ziff

As of March 18, 2026



 

SPOLETO FESTIVAL USA  
SPOLETOUSA.ORG

 
Spoleto Festival USA was founded in 1977 by Pulitzer Prize–winning 

composer Gian Carlo Menotti, who created it as the American counterpart 
to the Festival of Two Worlds he launched in Italy in 1958. Nearly five 

decades later, Spoleto Festival USA has become the country’s premier 
performing arts festival—and a signature part of spring in Charleston. 

For 17 days and nights, the Festival transforms the city. World-class 
opera, theater, dance, and music—from chamber and symphonic to  
choral and jazz—fill Charleston’s historic theaters, soaring church  
sanctuaries, and open-air stages. Led by General Director & CEO  

Mena Mark Hanna, the 2026 Festival runs May 22–June 7,  
bringing acclaimed artists and bold new work from  

around the world to Charleston’s stages.



 

Board of Directors
OFFICERS

CHAIR
Mr. Phillip D. Smith

VICE CHAIR
Dr. Elizabeth A. Fleming

TREASURER
Mr. Michael C. Tarwater

ASSISTANT TREASURER
Mr. Richard W. Chisholm

SECRETARY
Mrs. Anne Bullock Perper

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Mr. Steven Balzer

Ms. Rebecca W. Darwin
Mr. Gary T. DiCamillo

Mr. Harry H. Frampton III
Ms. Martha Rhodes McLendon

Mrs. Nicole Rubin
Mr. Mike Seekings

Mr. C. Douglas Warner

DIRECTORS
Mr. Dean Porter Andrews

Ms. Sarah Beardsley
Mr. Lee Bell

Ms. Julie Caperton
Mr. Derick S. Close

Mr. Sam Easley
Mr. Anthony T. Grant

Dr. Mena Mark Hanna, General Director & CEO
Mrs. Russell Holliday
Dr. Michael Hostetler
Mrs. Susan S. Keenan

Mrs. Elizabeth P. MacLeod
Mr. Anil Matai

Ms. Wenda Harris Millard
Mr. Mark Munn

Dr. Eddie M. Robinson
Ms. Renee Buyck Romberger

Mrs. Cindi Solomon
Mrs. Diana Vesga

CHAIRS EMERITI
Mr. Carlos E. Evans

Mr. William B. Hewitt
Mrs. Martha Rivers Ingram

Mr. William G. Medich
Mr. M. Edward Sellers
Mr. Joel A. Smith, III

DIRECTORS EMERITI CIRCLE
Mrs. Jennie L. DeScherer 

Mrs. Nancy M. Folger
Mr. John B. Hagerty

Mrs. Lou Rena Hammond 
Dr. John M. Palms

Mrs. Susan W. Ravenel
Mr. David L. Rawle

Ms. Kathleen Rivers Carroll 
Mrs. Joan G. Sarnoff
Mr. W. Lucas Simons

Mr. Loren R. Ziff

HONORARY DIRECTOR
Denis O’Hare

GENERAL COUNSEL
Brian A. Hellman, Esq.

Hellman & Yates, PA

2025–2026


