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RICKY SKAGGS AND
KENTUCKY THUNDER
 
 
Ricky Skaggs, Lead Vocals and Mandolin
Mike Barnett, Fiddle
Russ Carson, Banjo
Paul Brewster, Tenor Vocals and Rhythm Guitar
Jake Workman, Lead Guitar
Dennis Parker, Baritone Vocals and Guitar
Jeff Picker, Bass Vocals and Bass

 College of Charleston May 31, 9:00pm;
 Cistern Yard June 1, 9:00pm
 
  1 hour, 15 minutes | Performed without an intermission 

Sponsored by First Citizens Bank.

Programming at the College of Charleston Cistern Yard is kindly endowed by Carlos, Lisa, and Blake Evans.

These performances are made possible in part through funds from the Spoleto Festival USA Endowment, generously supported by 
BlueCross BlueShield of South Carolina, Wells Fargo, and Bank of America. 

About the Artists

RICKY SKAGGS AND 
KENTUCKY THUNDER 
“are just about the best 
bluegrass has to offer” (The 
Seattle Times). Fifteen- 
time Grammy-Award-
winner Ricky Skaggs’s 
career is easily among the 
most significant in recent 

country music history. If his burgeoning trophy case full of 
awards wasn’t already enough evidence of that fact, consider 
that legendary guitarist Chet Atkins once credited Skaggs with 
“single-handedly saving country music.” His life’s path has 
taken him to various musical genres, from where it all began 
in bluegrass music, to striking out on new musical journeys, 
while still leaving his musical roots intact. In 1997, he made a 
triumphant return to bluegrass with the album Bluegrass Rules!, 
released on his then newly formed Skaggs Family Records label, 
recorded with his amazing bluegrass band, Kentucky Thunder—
8-time winners of the IBMA Instrumental Group of the Year, 
and six of the finest pickers performing today. Skaggs struck his 
first chords on a mandolin more than 50 years ago, and together 
with Kentucky Thunder, they continue to do their part to lead 
the recent roots revival in music. Skaggs will be inducted into 
the prestigious Country Music Hall of Fame in the class of 2018 
later this fall.
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